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NECCESITY AND PERSPECTIVE OF  WETLAND MANAGEMENT
“God, grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot charge, the courage to change the   things I can, and the wisdom to know the difference”. 
-St. Francis of Assisi

                        Hot sands and cacti, moving along the way, this was the common sight, as far as my vision went; there was nothing but a very unpleasant view. All of a sudden, at the horizon, there emerged a trace of blemish blob coming towards me at first instance it appeared as a mirage but eventually the blob became clear and I was astonished to see a ruck of womenfolk marching with earthen pots on their heads. In the scorching heat they travelled miles in search of life. Yes life here means Water. An essential component for sustenance of all organisms, the real value of water is understood in these cruel circumstances...this was my lesson indeed!

              Wetlands ordinarily mean “a low area where the land is saturated with water”. According to the Ramsar definition is a broader one it enunciates “areas of marsh fen, peat land or water whether natural or artificial, permanent or temporary, with water that is static or flowing, fresh brackish or salt, including areas of marine water the depth of which at low tide does not exceed six meters”. Wetlands are sensitive areas and are getting depleted in the race of Industrial growth and urbanisation. It is high time when the situation is alarming and if blind eye is turned towards it then it shall surely result into catastrophe. Therefore it is the need of the hour to switch over to Sustainable development whereby, measures without compromising with the ecology shall be brought into use so that our earth can remain beautiful for the Generation next commonly referred as (Gen-X). Wetlands exhibit dual capacity i.e. they act as water providers and also water users and In order to function, wetlands need a requisite water supply round the year. As far as utility is concerned, wetlands aids in: 
a) Prevention and control of floods.

b) Water storage and supply.

c) Regulation of water cycle.

d) Protection of Bio-diversity.
e) Ground water recharge.

f) Purification of water.

g) It also provides livelihood to local people living in the vicinity through tourism etc.

               Taking Indian perspective into consideration cities like Delhi and its adjacent parts are already into the clutches of this depletion, the problems include Ground water recharge, excessive setup of Factories and workshops leading to defilement of lands and beneath it the water. It is disappointing to note that whole NCT (National Capital Territory) doesn’t bear a wetland site. Well the reason for all troubles is ample evident and requires no further reasoning. The capital of India is a victim itself and thereby it is enough to justify the magnitude of the problem and to point that it is a pertinent issue and needs to be sorted out with immediate effect. The Report of WWF (World Wildlife Fund) conveys that 1/3 rd of Indian Wetlands has been wiped out or has been seriously degraded. The fact file discloses 6, 48,507 Hectares of wetlands in India. According to a Report of Ministry of forest, approx. 94 sites in India have been declared to be Wetlands sites, out of which 25 sites hae been declared as Ramsar sites of International Importance. These sites are depleting and needs stringent efforts for their protection. The aforementioned facts and stats are evident to depict the critical situation.
                 2nd Feb., every year is celebrated as World Wetland day (WWD) reason being Ramsar convention was signed on 2nd Feb. 1971.The convention was initially signed by 21 parties which has now rose to 161 signatories including India which acceded to it in October 1981. The Ramsar Convention aims for the Conservation and Wise use of Wetlands as a means of achieving the goal of Sustainable development. The two fold obligation was imposed on the parties to the convention. The states responsibility is also to take care of the Wetlands which are not declared as the Ramsar sites. The state can’t cast off the obligation by giving this reason. The legal portion was discussed in the case Vishaka v/s State of Rajasthan (1997)6SCC241 at p.247. The S.C. observed “it is now an accepted rule of connection that regard must be had to international conventions and norms for construing domestic law when there is no inconsistency between them and there is void in the domestic law”. The tone and tenor of judicial trend denotes environmental consciousness and precautionary approach. The approach of courts in solving ecological problems needs the opinion of environmentalists. They may have to interfere whenever any attempt is made to deplete Natural Resources in order to create deterrence whosoever does any act in contradiction to the principle of Sustainable Development. The case which was decided by Calcutta High Court: People United for better living in Calcutta v. State of West Bengal, AIR 1993 Cal 215, which was related to the conversion of wetlands for establishment of World Trade Centre was not allowed by the court on the ground that no material was produced on record by the state to show that the project will result in any social benefit. The court clearly considered protection of wetlands as a social necessity. 
                The Report of the National Forest Commission 2006 envisages the following guidelines and measures to be adopted for the protection of the wetlands:-
• A National Wetland Conservation Act should be framed.

• Inclusion of all types of wetlands (freshwater, coastal, marshes,

  Swamps, mangroves, waterlogged areas) in the land use classification

  in the country should be done.

• A National Wetland Biodiversity Register should be started.

• An inventory of ‘user groups’ also should be prepared while collecting

   information for the biodiversity register. It should also list out the priorities

   of the communities on particular wetland resources.

• To establish a National Wetland Inventory and Monitoring Programme

   and a National Wetland Information System and therefore, to develop

   a sustained and serious programme for monitoring wetlands.

• The economic evaluation of wetlands must be computed and it must

   be integrated with National Resource Accounting.

• Wetland productivity studies on a long-term basis by identified organizations

   from different parts of the country need to be undertaken.

   This would bring out indisputable data on wetland productivity, which

   is many times more than that of other ecosystems. Moreover, it would

   be an excellent tool to check the wetland ecosystem health.
                  Wetland habitats have been a subject matter of abuse for a very long time and as a result of which following are the ills which are suffered viz. Increase in the frequency of floods, decline of water quality, degradation of fresh water supply, damage to Bio-diversity etc. hitherto, we have witnessed, all these repercussions, but in the days to come situation may turn from bad to worst. I shall conclude with a couple of slogans:
                                     “LET’S UNITE FOR WHAT IS RIGHT

                    DARKNESS IS ALL OVER, LETS COME TO THE LIGHT

               ENOUGH OF COZINESS LETS MAKE OUR FUTURE BRIGHT
      WETLANDS ARE CRUCIAL LETS NOT MAKE THEM OUT OF OUR SIGHT”
                             “THIS IS THE TIME LETS DECIDE OUR FATE

                                   SO WAKE UP BEFORE IT’S TOO LATE”
